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This is the diary of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. In this book, there is a letter Stanton wrote to the New York newspaper Tribune after she lost in the argument with Wendell Phillips during the National Woman’s Rights Convention to the question of marriage and divorce of women and men. Elizabeth argued that the laws on marriage were very unequal for men and women. Unmarried women have their rights to enjoy lives with property but once they get married, women either turned into nameless human or would only be known through their husbands, husbands also get to control of all the wives’ property. The law for divorce is also very unequal, majority of the states don’t allow women to sue their husbands with their own name. Stanton said that women are “robbed by the laws of all natural and civil rights”. Men had made the laws selfishly for themselves, and women had no advantages on the laws. This letter is significant for historical turning point of women’s rights, because marriage took away all the rights of women, and Stanton started questioning the society and fought for the freedom of women.
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This is an essay written by Sarah Grimke on the topic of education for women. In this essay, Grimke wrote about how women had no access for higher education opportunities like men do because of the social inequalities in the society. Grimke said “education had been the lever which had raised man to a higher state”, everyone needed education in order to grew up and have more life experiences. Knowledge gives people strength and it also gives people a sense of self-responsibility. “Knowledge had been the power which had civilized, elevated and dignified humanity”. In the essay Grimke said that men are supposed to experience both the knowledge of evil and the knowledge of goodness, because the knowledge of evil help the growth of people’s sense of goodness. In order to grew up, human needed to experience temptations, sin, love and many other things that combines goodness and evil, women also needed education just like men do. They would need them for moral strength, but women are still being isolated and ignored by men, and there are many difficulties that they need to face in order to get more higher education. Grimke wrote this essay to express the idea of giving the same education opportunities for men and women. 
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This is an article published by the university of Connecticut on the theory of separate spheres in the feminism movement. In this article, the author Myra, Marx Ferre describe how the separate spheres theory made the families in the 19th century “separate”. She described the lives of women using “haven in a heartless world” (this phrase was used by Lasch), which means that family is not a safe haven from the world of working. Because of the separate spheres, women were forced to take care of the private life of the family: taking care of kids, doing chores, and they were isolated from the public and social institutions like politics or economics. Men were supposed to take care of the public work and they did not care for anything at home. Men had much more rights and freedom than women. The hierarchy structures created by the separate spheres oppressed women and therefore forced women to call for their own independence. At the end of the article, Myra Marx Ferre also said that “gender role” is a self-contradiction since there are no unique roles assigned for either men or women. This article is significant to the topic of women’s rights movement because it described how the theory of separate spheres affected the lives of women and how it gave a rise to the women’s rights movements.
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In this book, I found an article regarding the issues of women fighting for their rights to vote. The movements for women’s political rights started when the founding fathers were drafting for the Declaration of Independence. In one of the letters that Abigail Adams wrote to her husband, she said, “Remember the ladies”. Abigail uses this phrase to request attention for the women’s political power. She wrote the letter to John Adams just when men’s political power was limited by “taxation without representation”, Abigail express the idea that women had no voice or representation or any rights to vote just like men who were also suffering from the lack of political rights. After that it was the Declaration of Sentiment, which was the first official document for the request of the franchise for women. But it was the only resolution that did not passed during the Seneca Falls Convention because many people thought it was too radical, and it would make the whole Women’s rights movements seem too ridiculous. But suffragists still believed that the franchise was an  “inalienable rights” that represented freedom and equality. The political movements for suffrage continued for 70 years after the Seneca Falls convention until the passing of the 19th amendment, women finally gained their right to vote. This was a historical turning point in the history of America because women were thought always to be the weaker ones in the society and giving women the right to vote is a big step toward equality during the 19th century.

